
Community 
Park

Area of amenity land below Canada Woods 
and adjacent to the houses at Beechwood





Community Petition presented to Parish Council



Notices in the Magazine – also advertised on the Notice Board, Parish 
Council Website, and Facebook page



Community Engagement Summary
➢April 2021 - Letter from local resident suggesting possible project for 

the village which was  published in June magazine 
➢February 2022 – Article in magazine entitled – ‘Your Parish Council 

needs YOU’ what would you like to see happen to enhance Canada 
Woods and the nearby area of amenity land? 

➢May 2022 – Display boards at Annual Parish Meeting detailing ideas 
suggested for Canada Woods and the amenity land area

➢May 2023 - Display boards at Annual Parish Meeting and Coronation 
Volunteering event detailing ideas suggested for Canada Woods and 

the amenity land area
➢September 2023 – Tree Wardens questions on Facebook to gauge level 

of support for a Community Orchard
➢February 2024 – Article in magazine with update regarding Community 

Orchard and inviting other suggestions, and call for volunteers 





SUMMARY OF ALL THE IDEAS PUT FORWARD TO DATE FOR COMMUNITY PARK 
(the ones highlighted in bold could be implemented with minimal or no cost)

Series of benches Wildflower 
meadow A flat maze A hedge maze Mud kitchen

Circular table with 
bench seats

Living willow 
arbour

Community 
Orchard

Exercise 
equipment Wild tots

Upgrading access Outdoor 
Classroom set up Shapes ‘Ladybird trail’ Wildlife/sensory 

garden/meadow

Somewhere to 
walk dogs and 

relax

Land levelled and 
drained for football Fitness trail

Flattened and 
mowed for village 

events

Tea on the lawn 
event

Teddy bears 
annual picnic

Historical re-
enactment Duck racing Bat and bird boxes Pump track

Zip wire Monkey bars Climbing frame 2 – 4 swings Shelter for 
teenagers

Football net Tree house Trampoline Obstacle course slide





Aims, Vision and Objectives for Community Park
Three of the eight objectives of the Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan

To protect the local environment, especially the rural landscape, historic buildings and wildlife 
habitats

To enhance the recreational and leisure facilities of the village, especially for young people and 
to create a central hub site featuring these and other facilities

To improve the village environment by appropriate enhancements to landscaping and existing 
features, provision of new green open spaces and enhancement of existing ones, including 

new tree planting
Aims and ethos of the ‘Friends of Canada Woods and Community Park’ Community Group

To regenerate the woodland and promote healthy growth for future generations to enjoy

To provide an accessible and inclusive woodland space for the community

To provide a useable space for schools and community projects

To provide a community space on the amenity land adjoining Canada Woods known as 
Community Park

To generate a positive outcome from a two-year pandemic

To engage a volunteer network for ongoing woodland and amenity land management to work 
alongside the Parish Council

•



Response to requests made and other Questions asked
1) How has the Orchard been funded? – 5 of the trees were awarded to the Community 

Group as part of the 50th anniversary of the Tree Council plant a tree in ‘73 campaign, 
and the remaining trees and costs of the project have been fully funded through a grant 
obtained by the local Tree Wardens from the Tree Council’s ‘Branching Out’ Fund with no 
cost to the Parish Council

2) What will happen to the funding appropriated to the Orchard if it does not proceed? - If 
the Orchard does not proceed, and the trees aren’t planted the Parish Council would not 
be re-imbursed for the money spent

3) What benefits would the Orchard provide in terms of community activities, local schools 
and biodiversity? – The Orchard will provide a wide variety of benefits

4) How will the public access the Orchard site? - The area can be accessed from both ends 
via footpath MLAV2

5) Petition request for a halt in any further progress with the Community Orchard whilst a 
transparent consultation with the parishioners is conducted – Question whether the 
outcomes from any further consultation are likely to be any significantly different from 
that already carried out



6) Petition request that any future plans for the amenity land at Community Park must 
incorporate the wishes of the parishioners, whom will be consulted continually as 
planning for the area changes and progresses – Question the effectiveness of this, and 
suggest an alternative way for the local community to make their views known regarding 
any future proposals for Community Park

7) Suitability of the site for a Community Orchard - Soil samples taken and discussions 
with a Wiltshire Council tree Officer have concluded that the site is suitable for a 
Community Orchard

8) Who will be responsible for the upkeep of the Community Orchard? - The’ Friends of 
Canada Woods and Community Park’ Community Group, with the support of the Tree 
Wardens and volunteers

9) Why Community Park for the Community Orchard? - Part of the Tree Warden’s role is 
to identify land for planting, and there are so many benefits to the Orchard being at 
Community Park
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